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New beginnings

Father Arthur
Krawczenko
celebrates his first
year at his new parish

BY CONNIE BERRY
SUN EDITOR

“You have to show the people that you
tealty love them.” This was the advice Fa-
ther Arthur Krawczenko, administrator of
St. Patrck’s-5t. Anthony's Church in Chad-
wicks, received from his late uncle, a mon-
signor in Father Krawczenko's hometown
of Bialystok, Poland. 1t is advice that Father
Krawczenko takes to heart. Father Kraw-
czenko was installed as new administrator
during a special Mass with the Eastemn Re-
gion Vicar Father Joseph Salemo on Aug. 2,
2009.

His new parish underwent a merger
process that meant closing St. Patrick's
Church in Clayville while beginning the
new combined parish at the 5t. Anthony
site. In order to remain conmected with the
5t. Patrick comurnunity, Father Krawczenko
has chosen to live in Clayville at the rec-
tory at 5t. Patrick's.

“I decided to live here in Clayville,” Fa-
ther Krawczenko said, “and this leaves me
open for many conversations with the peo-
ple here. They share their concerns with me
and I imvite them to start something new."

His first year has been filled with oppor-
tunities for gathering together and build-
intg parish life. According to parishioner
and parish council member Carol Gollegly,
Mazss attendance Is up and pecple are be-
ginning o give the newly-formed parish a

try.

“Father Arthur i5 a breath of fresh ai”
Gollegly saicd, “He is deing a wonderful job
and he's full of ideas.”

Gollegly moved to the area in the 19805
and praised the previous pastors who
served at the two parishes; “Ht's not easy on
the priests. People tend to blame the pas-
tors or the bishops when churches close,
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They may not really understand it,” she
said.

She sald Father Krawczenko wants the
people to get to know him and he “loves
it" at his riew home in Clayville, He hadn't
been in the new parish long before he de-
cided it was time to get together for a
spaghetti supper. Gollegly said it was very
well attended and then recently, Father
Erawczenko hosted an Easter breakfast the
Sunday after Easter. The breakfast was at-
tended by more than 300 people, she said,

“He wants to bring people together,” Gol-

legly said. "We're starting a youth group
again and the Holy Name Societv is re-
grouping. We've got 29 for First Commun-
icn and then 33 for confirmation this
year.”
Father Krawczenko, who is in his early
30s, is one of the youngest priests of the
diocese. He was 24 wears old when he was
ordained in Poland and moved to the 1.5,
upon the personal invitation of now retired
Bishop James Moynihan, He has written to
the people of 5t. Fatrick’s-St. Anthony's in-
froducing himself,

In his letter Father KErawczenko explained
that his mother was seven months preg-
nant with him when it was announced on
d bus she was riding that Pope John Paul II
wis elected pope. She described to him a
full bus with passengers talking and laugh-
ing on their way to work when the driver
cried out for them to be quiet while he
turned up the radio. Everyone was silent lis-
tening to the announcement and this was
follewed by cheering, crying and praying
“out of sheer joy" he wroté, Father Kraw-
czenko said Poland was changed forever
when the announcement came.

Father Krawczenko spent his first vear in
the LS, at 5t. John the Evangelist Church
in Binghamton as a parachial vicar before
spending two years at St. Stephen’s Church
in Jswego In the same capacity. Father
Erawczenko also served the linked parish of
Our Lady of the Rosary in Hannibal during
that time. He went to 5t. John the Baptist
Church in Rome, BLY. in 2006. “I really en-
joyed the Ttallan flavor of the parizsh com-
munity;” Father Krawczenko wrote. “At St.
John's [ tasted all the good Malian cuisine

Father Arthur Krawczenko poses for a photo with his pa
took down the church’s Christmas decorations,
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Part aof the after-Easter breakfast feast at St. Patrick’s-5t, Anthony's,

and paid for it by gaining 15 pounds.
When I went home on vacation, my
mother hardly recognized me, but she said
I locked good and healthy.”

At the same time he came to 5t. Pairick's-
St. Anthony's last summer, a few of his
priest [riends decided he needed another
new addition in his life so they brought Fa-
ther Krawczenke a puppy before his bags
were even unpacked. Father Krawezenko is
the proud owner of Bella, a short-haired
Germarn pointer, the same breed he had
when he was growing up in Poland.

“Bella is very good for connecting me
with other people,” Father Krawczenko
said. “[ spend time walking her and we visit
prople in the parish and she gets to play
with their dogs. At first [ theught, 'Oh my
fosh, I'm in 2 new place and now a new
dog,” but she’ a joy in my life."

Father Krawczenko said he is very hlessed.
We have a great future with a growing
community where the people want to be
involved in the parish. | am so happy here
because of the people. Anything | have
asked for was granted,” he said. “This is a
very good parish where people take re-
sponsibility for their parish. T am grateful
they have very much accepted me.”

One of the parish's upcoming events is
the annual strawberry festival which will be
held at St. Patrick’s-5t. Anthony's on June
1A

“We'll have a big outdoor tent with music
and food and activities for youth and
voung people,” Father Krawczenko said.
"Everybody is weloome to come,”

For more information about 5t Patrick's-
5t. Anthony's Parish, call (315) 835-5483.




